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Definition:  An important topic or problem for debate or 

discussion. (N)  

Student Friendly Definition: 

Meaningful Sentence 
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Strategies to Identify “Issue” Topics 

T = 

issue 

4 Point SBAC Argumentative Rubric 

 Statement of Purpose/Focus (claim is clearly 

stated, focused, and strongly maintained; opposite 

or opposing claims are clearly addressed) 

 Organization (variety of transitions, effective intro 

and conclusion for audience and purpose, logical 

progression of ideas from beginning to end, 

connection among ideas) 

 Elaboration of Evidence (effective use of sources, 

facts and details, sources cited) 

 Language and Vocabulary (academic and domain 

specific vocabulary throughout) 

 Conventions (CUPS+) 



Thinking Charts & Other Argumentative Strategies 

Discussion Web: Organizing…   Hambuer Approach: Organizing…         SLAM: Organzing…  
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 Features of an 
Argumentative 
Essay 

 

 

 

 


